Institute of Conflict Resolution Management and Working Group

The Institute of Conflict Resolution /ICR/-Sofia is an association of lawyers,
researchers and university professors. The ICR was founded in 2000 to help
establish new forms of conflict resolution as a legitimate part of the Bulgarian legal
system. It follows a number of objectives, including: exploration of creative conflict
resolution methods, based on the culture of dialogue and in accordance with
the European and world standards; promotion of action for change; practice of
new skills and techniques like mediation, negotiation and other peaceful methods
for dispute resolution , focusing on restorative justice (RJ); preventing violence,
youth offending and other antisocial behaviour; protection of rights of crime victims;
strengthening civil society and European integration. ICR does research on crime
prevention and criminal justice; disseminates information about human and victims'
rights among all interested groups; supports public education aimed at increasing
awareness about European values, promotes exchange of ideas and mutual
help.ICR is involved in promotion of restorative justice in Bulgaria and training
of mediators and is a member of the National Association of Mediators -
Bulgaria. It is based on volonteers' commitment, funded mainly through projects
and has a Chair, Board and General Assembly.

http://www.icr-bg.org

Members of the project working group from your Organization

Prof. Dr DOBRINKA CHANKOVA

Contact Details

Address : 1700 Sofia, Studentski grad, bl. 7A, BULGARIA
Tel. +35929758032

Fax. +35929758032

Email. icr@icr-bg.org; chankova@yahoo.com

Scientific Activities:

Prof. Dr Dobrinka Chankova is teaching Criminal Procedure Law, Human Rights
Protection and Alternative Dispute Resolution at the Faculty of Law and History,
South-West  University - Blagoevgrad and Mediation in Penal Matters at New
Bulgarian University - Sofia. She is a law graduate from Sofia University and has
further  specialised Criminology, Human Rights and Conflict Resolution  at
Columbia University - New York, Council of Europe - Directorate of Human Rights,
European University Institute - Florence, etc. In 2009 she did research at Tokiwa
International Victimology Institute — Mito, Japan. She has served as an expert at
Human Rights Committee at the National Assembly and at the Council of
Legislation at the Ministry of Justice of Bulgaria. Dobrinka Chankova has played a
pioneering role in the introduction of mediation to Bulgaria’s justice system,
training of mediators and in increasing public awareness about crime victims
protection. She has been a Bulgarian representative to the Council of Europe
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Committees on Crime Problems and on Mediation in Penal Matters and a secretary
of Bulgaria-EU Sub-Committee on Approximation of Bulgarian Legislation to the EC
Law. She has lectured in numerous foreign universities in the framework of
ERASMUS, INTERREG and other programs and has taken part as an expert
and coordinator in various national and international research projects. Prof.
Chankova has published widely in the field of restorative justice, victimology
and human rights. She is a founder and chair of the Institute of Conflict
Resolution.

Selected Publications

‘European Protection Order: A New Instrument for Protection of Victims of Crime’,
Proceedings of the Annual Conference of Law Faculty at the University of
National and World Economy “European Future of Bulgaria”, Sofia, 2013 (in
Bulgarian)

Mediation. Training Manual - basic course (in co-authorship), Sofia, 2012 (in
Bulgarian)

‘Contemporary policies and practices towards victims in Bulgaria: Are we still beyond
time?”, Problems in post modernity, 2012, N 2 (in co-authorship) (in English)

Restorative Justice. A Comparative Analysis, Avangard Publishing: Sofia, 2011 (in
Bulgarian)

‘Recent developments of restorative justice in Central and Eastern Europe’, East-
West Studies, Journal of Social Sciences of Tallinn University Law School, Estonia,
2011, No 4(43) (in English)

‘Bulgaria on the Road to Victim-Offender Mediation and Restorative Justice for
Juveniles’, in: Lois, J. and Vazquez,M. (ed.) Good practices of Restorative Juvenile
Justice, Consensus Project, Xunta de Galicia, 2010 (in English)

‘Mediation: The Case of Bulgaria’, in Dussich, J. and Schellenberg, J. (eds.) The
Promise of Restorative Justice. New Approaches for Criminal Justice and Beyond,
Boulder/London: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2010 (in English)

‘Restorative Justice Developments in Europe: Sustainable Success’ ( in co-
authorship with G. F. Kirchhoff) , in Tokiwa Journal of Human Sciences, 2010,
No 18 (in English)

‘Towards a United Nations Convention on Justice and Support for Victims of Crime
and Abuse of Power’, Bulgarian Journal of International Law, 2010, Vol. II, Issue 2
(in English)

‘Restorative Approaches in Japan: State of Affairs’ (in co-authorship with G. F.
Kirchhoff), in Scientific Research Journal of South-West University, November
2009, Volume 2, No 2 ( in English)

‘Review of International Instruments of Restorative Justice and Victim-Offender
Mediation’, Legal Tribune, 2008, No 1 (in Bulgarian)



Teaching restorative justice in universities and beyond’, paper presented at the Fifth
conference of the European Forum for Restorative Justice ‘Building restorative justice
in Europe: cooperation between the public, policy makers, practitioners and
researchers’, Verona, Italy,17-19 Aprii 2008, (in English) published:
http://www.euforumrj.org/readingroom/Verona/Verona Research.pdf

‘Applicability of Victim-Offender Mediation' /The Victim’s View/, (with Georgieva, E.)
Society and Law, 2008, No 5 (in Bulgarian)

‘Regional Reviews, Section G: Themes' (with Van Ness, D.), in: G. Johnstone.& D.
Van Ness (eds.) Handbook of Restorative Justice, Willan Publishing, 2007 (in English)

‘The Possibilities of Restorative Justice', Scientific Research Journal of  South-West
University "N. Rilski” - Blagoevgrad, 2007, Vol.5 (in English)

Is Mediation Applicable in Victim-Offender Relationships? The View of the
Offenders'. (with Georgieva, E.) Society and Law, 2007, No 10 (in Bulgarian)

‘Applicability of Victim-Offender Mediation in Bulgaria According to the Law
Enforcement Authorities', Scientific Proceedings of Law and History Faculty at
South-West University "N. Rilski” - Blagoevgrad, 2006, Vol.2, No 1 (in Bulgarian)

The Mediation Act - One Hard Achievement of the Judicial System Reform in
Bulgaria', Scientific Proceedings of Law and History Faculty at South-West
University "N. Rilski” - Blagoevgrad, 2005, Vol.1, No 1 (in Bulgarian)

‘Short Accounts of 8 Jurisdictions. 2.Bulgaria’, in: D. Miers & J.Willemsens (eds.)
Mapping Restorative Justice. Developments in 25 European Countries., ed. for the
European Forum for Victim-Offender Mediation and Restorative Justice, 2004 (in
English)

Restorative Justice- The New Paradigm of Criminal Justice', Law Without Frontiers,
2003, No 1-2 (in Bulgarian)

‘Restorative Justice in Bulgaria — A Difficult Start’, Conflict Resolution Notes, April
2003,Vol. 20, No 4 (in English)

‘Mediation in Criminal Cases - A New Arena of Professional Realization' Llaw
Review, 2002, No 1 (in Bulgarian)

Victim-Offender Mediation, Feneya:Sofia, 2002 (in Bulgarian)

‘Mediation as an Alternative to the Traditional Criminal Justice: Pro & Contra',
Alternatives, 2000, No 7-8 (in Bulgarian)

‘Erfolge, Gegenwartige Probleme und Perspektiven der Mediation in Bulgarien'- in: P.
Geissler and K.Ruckert (eds.) Mediation — Die Neue Streitkultur, Psychosozial-Verlag,
Geissen, 2000 (in German)


http://www.euforumrj.org/readingroom/Verona/Verona_Research.pdf

‘Alternative Dispute Resolution - A Paradigm Shift?* Law and Economics, 1999, May-
June (in Bulgarian)

‘Mediation as an Alternative to the Criminal Proceedings: the American Experience',
Contemporary Law, 1999, No 5 (in Bulgarian)

‘The Use of Mediation in Norway: A Model of a More Humane Approach to the Victim
and the Offender', Legal Thought, 1999, No 3 (in Bulgarian)

‘Mediation as an Innovation in Criminal Procedure’, in: L. Kornezov, S. Margaritova
and D. Chankova (eds.) A Century of the Criminal Code and Current Issues of
Criminal Legislation 1896-1996, Sofia, 1996 (in Bulgarian)



